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ABSTRACT 

The paper is a catalog of click beetles species (Coleoptera: Elateridae) preserved in the collection of the Museum of Natural 
Sciences Piatra Neamţ. The 443 museum collection specimens were identified belonging to family Elateridae, they were collected during the 
period between the years 1966-2001. The systematic used in this catalog is the one proposed by Crowson in 1981. 
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Introduction 

Elateridae family counts about 10,000 species 
known to be spread in all regions of the world 
except the polar one (Platia 1994; Sancez, 1998). 

Adults occur in most species, in April-May 
and by species are diurnal, crepuscular or nocturnal. 
Larvae develop in soil, Poliporacee or rotten wood. 
Species whose larval development takes place in 
wood and Poliporacee are exclusively carnivorous in 
advances stages, feeding on the larvae of 
Cerambicidae, Cetoniidae or Curculionidae. Species 
whose larvae develop in soil are mostly phytophagus. 

The fauna of Europe quoted so far 693 
species (Fauna Europaea) and for Central European 
area a number of 199 species belonging to 61 
genera. Out of the species quoted for central Europe, 
in the fauna of our country have been identified, so 
far, 142 species belonging to the Elateridae family 
placed in 58 genera of 7 subfamilies. 
 

Material and methods 
The material studied is part of the 

entomological collections of the Museum of Natural 
Sciences Piatra Neamţ. There were analyzed 443 
specimens belonging to the Elateridae family, 
collected between the years 1966 - 2001 from 38 
localities generally spread in the Neamţ district. 
Systematic used in this catalog is the one proposed 
by Crowson (1981). Most of the specimens were 
collected by Mrs. Maria Apetrei. 

Data collection are presented for each species 

separately in alphabetical order of collection places. 
The specimens studied were collected directly from 
plants or with entomological net. 
 

1. Agapia (NT) 20. Dobreni (NT) 
2. Almaş (NT) 21. Dulceşti (NT) 
3. Ardeluţa (NT) 22. Durău (NT) 
4. Balaur Hill (NT) 23. Farcaşa (NT) 
5. Bâtca Doamnei  (NT)  24. Gârcina (NT) 
6. Bicaz (NT) 25. Ghilcaş Mount. (NT) 
7. Bicaz Gorges (NT) 26. Horaiţa (NT) 
8. Bicăjel (NT) 27. Izvorul Muntelui (NT) 
9. Bisericani (NT) 28. Lacul Roşu (NT) 
10. Bistricioara (Lutărie)  (NT) 29. Mărgineni (NT) 
11. Broşteni (NT) 30. Minteana Hill (P. Neamţ) (NT)
12. Bursucărie (Scheia) (IS) 31. Piatra Neamţ (NT) 
13. Brusturi (NT) 32. Pietricica (NT) 
14. Ceahlău (NT) 33. Poiana (NT) 
15. Cernegura (NT) 34. Potoci (NT) 
16. Cozla Hill (P. Neamţ) (NT) 35. Târgu Neamţ (Horaviţa) (NT)
17. Crăcăoanei (NT) 36. Tazlău (NT) 
18. Dărmăneşti (NT) 37. Târpeşti (NT) 
19. Doamana (NT) 38. Vulpii Hill (P. Neamţ) (NT) 

 
Results and discussion 

In the material studied we identified 
specimens belonging to 35 species and 14 genera of the 
following subfamilies: Pyrophorinae, Elaterinae, 
Dendrometrinae, Melanotinae and Athoinae. In the 
collection studied were identified fauna elements 
belonging to the following zoogeography areas: 
holarctic, palearctic, European, Central European, 
Euro-Siberian, Eurasian, submediteraneean. Below 
are presented elaterids species identified as a result 
of the study of entomology collection of the 
Museum of Natural Sciences heritage Piatra Neamt. 
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I. Subfamily Pyrophorinae  
 

1. Agrypnus murinus (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Bicăjel (NT): 1 sp. – 08.06.1967; Bisericani (NT): 1 
sp – 18.06.1987; Bistricioara – Lutărie (NT): 1 sp. – 
16.06.1966; Ceahlău (NT): 1 sp. – 09.07.1998; 
Cernegura (NT): 1 sp – 08.06.1996; Cozla (NT): 1 
so. – 08.10.1980, 1 sp. -  02.05.1984, 1 sp – 
28.05.1984;  Doamna (NT): 2 sp. – 24,05.1966; 
Fărcaşa (NT): 1 sp – 20.08.1986; Ghilcaş (NT): 1 sp 
– 07.06.1967; Horaiţa (NT): 4 sp. – 15-17.06.1986; 
Poiana (NT): 5 sp. – 11-12.05.1983, 1 sp. – 
12.05.1985, 1 sp – 31.05.1985, 1 sp -29.06.1986, 2 
sp – 23.06.1987, 1 sp. – 10.06.1991; Vulpe Hill 
(NT): 1 sp – 21.05.1984. 
 

II. Subfamily Elaterinae 
 

1. Ampedus erythrogonus (Müller, 1821) 
Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 30.06.1972. 
 
2. Ampedus pomorum (Herbst, 1784) 
Bursucărie – Scheia (IS): 1 sp. – 10.03.1966. 
 
3. Ampedus nigerrimus (Lacordaire, 1835) 
Bursucărie – Scheia (IS): 1 sp. – 10.03.1966. 
 
4. Ampedus sanguinolentus (Schrank, 1776) 
Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 30.06.1972. 
 
5. Dalopius marginatus (Linnaus, 1758) 
Cernegura (NT): 2 sp. – 15.06.1970; 3 sp – 09.06.1972; 
3 sp – 21.06.1972; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 25.06.1971, 
Bistricioara –Lutărie (NT): 1 sp – 16.06.1966. 
 

6. Agriotes ustulatus (Schaller, 1767) 
7 Noiembrie – Ceahlău (NT): 10 sp – 23.07.1970, 2 
sp. – 8.08.1966; Almaş (NT): 3 sp. – 17.06.1972; 
Brusturi (NT): 2 – 23.07.1999; Cernegura: 11 sp. – 
3.06.1967, 5 sp. -21.06.1972; Cozla (NT): 3 sp. – 
23.06.1972, 1 sp. – 17.07.1972, 2 sp. – 17.07.1974; 
1 sp. – 14.07.1981; Crăcăoani (NT): 1 sp. – 
13.08.1984, 1 sp. – 15.08.1984; Duruitoarea (NT): 4 
sp. – 9.08.1966; Farcaşa (NT): 1 sp – 26.07.1976, 3 
sp – 1-6.08.1984, 2 sp. - 24-25.07.1996; Piatra 
Neamţ (NT): 1 sp. – 4.09.1984; Potoci (NT): 1 – 
29.08.1984; Vulpei Hill (NT): 2 sp – 18.07.2002.   
 

7. Agriotes  pilosellus (Schönherr, 1817) 
Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 30.05.1972 
 

8. Agriotes lineatus (Linnaus, 1758) 
Dărmăneşti (NT): 1 sp. – 17.06.1970. 
 

9. Agriotes sputator (Linnaus, 1758) 
Almaş (NT): 1 sp. – 17.06.1972; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 
21.06.1971; Dărmăneşti (NT): 1 sp.- 26.05.1972, 3 
sp. – 1.06.1972; Gârcina (NT): 4 sp. – 7.06.1972. 

10. Synaptus filiformis  (Fabricius, 1781) 
Dărmăneşti (NT): 1 sp. – 6.06.1986; Doamna 
Stream (NT): 1 sp. 6.05.1966. 
 
III. Subfamily Melanotinae 
 
1. Melanotus brunnipes (Germar, 1824) 
Almaş (NT): 1 sp – 17.06.1972; Balaur (NT): 1 sp. – 
8.06.1980, 1 sp. – 29.06.1988; Dărmăneşti (NT): 7 
sp. – 17.06.1970, 1 sp. – 26.05.1972; Gârcina (NT): 
1 sp. – 7.06.1972.Mărgineni (NT): 1 sp. – 
24.06.1982. 
 
2. Melanotus punctolineatus (Pélerin, 1829) 
Bisericani (NT): 1 sp – 18.06.1987. 
 
IV. Subfamily Athoinae 
 
1. Cidnopus pilosus (Leske, 1785) 
Balaur Hill (NT): 2 sp. – 3.06.1980; Bicaz Gorges 
(NT): 1 sp. – 27.06.1974; Bicăjel (NT): 1 sp. – 
8.06.1967;  Cernegura (NT): 2 sp. – 9.06.1972; 1 sp. 
– 21.06.1972, 1 sp. – 17.05.1975; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. 
– 2.05.1966, 1 sp. – 7.05.1966, 4 sp. -  16-
17.05.1966, 1 sp. – 14.05.1975, 1 sp. –  20.05.1975; 
1 sp. – 22.05.1975, 1 sp. – 28.05.1984; Dărmăneşti 
(NT): 4 sp. – 17.06.1970, 2 sp. – 26.05.1972,  4 sp. – 
1.06.1972, 1 sp. – 6.06.1986; Doamna (NT): 4 sp. – 
6.05.1966, 3 sp. – 24.05.1966; Horaiţa (NT): 1 sp. – 
15.06.1981; 2 sp. – 15 -16.06.1986; Gârcina (NT): 1 
sp. – 7.06.1972; Pietricica (NT):1 sp. – 24.06.1970; 
4 sp. – 14.05.1971, 3 sp. – 30.05.1972, 2 sp. – 
31.05.1981 Vulpe Hill (NT): 2 sp. – 14.06.1972. 
 
2. Cidnopus minutus (Linne, 1758) 
Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. – 3.07.1970; Cozla (NT): 1 
sp. – 7.05.1966, 1 sp. – 30.06.1970; 1 sp. – 
25.06.1971; 3 sp. –  24.05.1972; Pietricica (NT): 1 
sp. – 29.06.1970; 2 sp – 30.05.1972. 
 
3. Nothodes parvulus (Panzer, 1799) 
Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 10.06.1967. 
 
4. Hemicrepidius hirtus (Herbst, 1784) 
Balaur Hill (NT): 1 sp. – 18.07.1969; Bicaz Gorges 
(NT): 1 sp. – 25.07.1997; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 
25.06.1971; 1 sp. – 15.06.1972, 1 sp. – 17.07.1974; 
Dulceşti (NT): 1 sp. – 21.06.1987; Farcaşa (NT): 1 
sp. – 6.07.1984; Horaiţa (NT): 1 sp. 14.06.1986; 
Izvorul Muntelui (NT): 1 sp. – 26.07.1988; Roşu 
Lake (NT): 1 sp. – 24.07.1997. 
 
5. Hemicrepidius niger (Linnaeus, 1758) 
7 Noiembrie (NT): 1 sp. – 23.07.1970; Ardeluţa 
(NT): 1 sp. – 16.07.1971; Bicaz (NT): 1 sp. – 
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27.06.1971; Bicăjel (NT): 1 sp. – 8.06.1967; 
Ceahlău (NT): 2 sp. – 15.05.1966; 2 sp. – 13-
14.06.1966, 1 sp. – 5.08.1966; Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. 
– 9.06.1971; Dărmăneşti (NT): 3 sp. – 17.06.1970, 1 
sp. – 1.06.1972; Doamna (NT): 4 sp. – 28-
30.05.1986;  Dobrani (NT): 1 sp. – 16.06.1985;  
Horaiţa (NT): 1 sp. – 2.07.1982, 1 sp. – 16.05.1986; 
5 sp. – 15-17.06.1986, 1 sp. – 29.06.1986, 6 sp. – 
15.07.1986,  2 sp. – 13.06.1999; Izvorul Muntelui 
(NT): 1 sp. – 17.06.1966;  Roşu Lake (NT): 1 sp. – 
24.07.1997;  Lutărie (NT): 9 sp. – 10-16.06.1966; 
Mărgineni (NT): 1 sp. – 24.06.1987; Poiana (NT): 7 
sp. – 23.06.1987; Tazlău (NT): 4 sp. – 20.05.1979; 
Vulpe Hill (NT): 1 sp. – 14.06.1972. 
 

6. Athous (Grypocarus) vittatus (Fabricius, 1792) 
Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. – 9.06.1972; Doamna (NT): 1 
sp. – 6.06.1966. 
 

7. Athous (Grypocarus) hamorrhoidalis (Fabricius, 
1801) 
Bicaz (NT): 1 sp. – 24.06.1974; Bîtca Doamnei 
(NT): 1 sp. – 31.05.1967; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 
7.05.1966; 1 sp. – 24.05.1972, 1 sp. – 12.06.1981; 
Doamna (NT): 4 sp. – 6.05.1966; Pietricica (NT): 3 
sp. – 4.05.1966, 1 sp. – 14.05.1971; 1 sp. – 
30.05.1972. 
 

8. Athous (Anathrotus) subfuscus (Müller, 1767) 
7 Noiembrie (NT): 1 sp. – 5.08.1966; Cernegura 
(NT): 1 sp. – 9.06.1972; Izvorul Muntelui (NT): 1 
sp. – 17.06.1966; Lutărie (NT): 2 sp. – 10.06.1966. 
 

9. Athous (Anathrotus) austriacus (Desbr.) 
7 Noiembrie (NT): 1 sp. – 22.07.1966; Lutărie (NT): 
1 sp. – 10.06.1966. 
 

10. Athous (Haplathous) zebei (Bach, 1854) 
Bicaz Gorges (NT): 1 sp. – 9.06.1967, 4 sp. – 24-
27.06.1974; Ceahlău (NT): 1 sp. – 14.06.1966; 
Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. – 3.07.1970; 1 sp. – 
21.06.1972; Poiana (NT): 1 sp. -23.06.1987. 
 

11. Athous (Anathrotus) mollis (Reitter, 1889) 
Bicaz Gorges (NT): 1 sp. – 27.06.1974;Broşteni 
(NT): 1 sp. – 25.05.1989; Cernegura (NT): 2 sp. – 
9.06.1972; 3 sp. – 21.06.1972; Lutărie (NT): 1 sp. – 
16.06.1966. 
 

12. Athous (Orthathous) lomnikii (Reitter, 1905) 
Almaş (NT): 5 sp. – 17.06.1972; Cernegura (NT): 1 
sp. – 3.06.1967, 1 sp. – 9.06.1972; Cozla (NT): 6 sp. 
– 21-25.06.1971; 1 sp. - 15.06.1972, 1 sp. – 
23.06.1972;  5 sp. – 17.07.1974; Dărmăneşti (NT): 3 
sp. – 17.06.1970; Gârcina (NT): 7 sp. – 7.06.1972; 

Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 10.06.1967, 2 sp. – 
24.06.1970, 2 sp. – 29.06.1970; Vulpe Hill (NT): 3 
sp. – 14.06.1972. 
 

13. Athous (Orthathous) picipennis (Reitter, 1905) 
Almaş (NT): 7 sp. – 17.06.1972; Cernegura (NT): 1 
sp. – 9.06.1972; Cozla (NT): 2 sp. – 25.06.1971, 3 
sp. – 17.07.1974; Gârcina (NT): 5 sp. – 7.06.1972; 
Pietricica (NT): 3 sp. – 24-29.06.1970; Vulpe Hill 
(NT): 3 sp. – 14.06.1972. 
 

V. Subfamily Dendrometrinae 
 

1. Ctenicera heyeri (Saxesen, 1838) 
Agapia (NT): 1 sp. – 29.05.1975. 
 

2. Ctenicera pectinicornis (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 22.05.1975, 1 sp. – 8.10.1980; 
Doamna (NT): 4 sp. – 6.05.1966;  Ghilcaş Mount 
(NT): 7.06.1967; Izvorul Muntelui (NT): 1 sp. – 
17.06.1966; Pietricica (NT): 14.05.1971; Poiana 
Dobru (NT): 1 sp. – 12.05.1989. 
 

3. Ctenicera cuprea (Fabricius, 1781) 
Poiana Albă (NT): 1 sp. – 10.06.1993; Tazlău (NT): 
1 sp. – 20.05.1978. 
 
4. Ctenicera virens (Schrank, 1781) 
Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 8.10.1980. 
 

5. Selatosomus aeneus (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Poiana Dobrului (NT): 2 sp. – 22.05.1988; Vulpe 
Hill (NT): 1 sp. – 22.07.1997. 
 

6. Selatosomus (s. st.) latus  (Fabricius, 1801) 
Balaur Hill (NT): 1 sp. – 30.06.1980; Pietricica 
(NT): 1 sp. – 14.05.1971; Vulpii Hill (NT): 5 sp. – 
21.05.1989. 
 

7. Selatosomus (Pristilophus) melancholicus 
(Fabricius, 1798) 
Agapia (NT): 1 sp. – 29.05.1975. 
 

8. Prostenon tessellatum (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Bicăjel (NT): 3 sp. – 18.07.2001; Bicazului Gorges 
(NT): 1 sp. – 12.07.1970; Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. – 
15.06.1970; 2 sp. – 13.07.1971; Cozla (NT): 1 sp. – 
25.06.1971; Farcaşa (NT): 1 sp. – 10.06.1985; 1 sp. 
– 10.06.1986; Pietricica (NT): 1 sp. – 14.05.1971. 
 

9. Actenicerus sjaelandicus (Műller, 1754) 
Agapia (NT): 1 sp. – 29.05.0975; Bicăjel (NT): 1 sp. 
– 8.06.1967; Cernegura (NT): 1 sp. – 9.06.1972; 
Doamna (NT): 3 sp. – 6.05.1966; Horaiţa (NT): 1 sp. 
– 17.06.1986;  Târpeşti (NT): 3 sp. – 1.06.1987. 
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Fig. 1 - The percentage of the subfamilies of 
Elateridae family in etomologic material preserved 

at the museum collection in Piatra Neamt 
 

Agrypnus murinus and Prostenon tessellatum 
species are spread throughout the holarctic region. 
Ampedus sanguinolentus, Ampedus erythrogomus, 
Agriotes lineatus, Agriotes brevis and Athous 
hamorrhoidalis are present in palearctic region. 
Among the specimens examined were identified six  
species spread in Central European belonging to the 
genus Athous: A. subfuscus, A. austriacus, A. 
subfuscus, A. zebei, A. mollis,  A. picipennis and A. 
lomnikii  and one from  genus Ctenicera - C. heyeri. 

Most elaterids specimens from the collection of 
the Museum of Natural Sciences Piatra Neamt 
belong to the subfamily Athoinae (61%). 
 

Acknowledgements 
Thank to Mrs. Maria Apetrei for giving me 

the chance to study the specimens from the family 
Elateridae preserved in the collection of Piatra 
Neamţ Museum.  
 

Conclusions 
Specimens studied were collected during the 

period betweent the years 1966 - 2004 from 38 
localities in the counties of Neamt and Iasi. Have 
been studied a number of 443 specimenes of the 
family Elateridae, order Coleoptera, preserved in the 
collections of the Museum of Natural Sciences 
Piatra Neamt. 

There were identified 35 species belonging to 
the 14 genera included in 5 subfamilies. In the 
studied material from the collection a large number 
of specimens belong to the following species: 
Hemicrepidius niger (76 specimens), Agriotes 
ustulatus (56 specimens); Cidnopus pilosus (55 
specimens) and Athous lomnikii (43 specimens). 

We identified species spread in holarctic 
region Agrypnus murinus and Prostenon tessellatum 
but, also species with a narrower distribution and 
species present only in Central Europe. The species 

identified in the collection studied are typical for 
collection areas. 
 

Rezumat 
Lucrarea reprezintă catalogul speciilor de 

elateride (Coleoptera: Elateridae) conservate în  
colecţia Muzeului de Ştiinţele Naturii Piatra Neamţ. 
În patrimoniul muzeului au fost identificate 443 de 
exemplare  care aparţin familiei Elateridae, colectate 
între anii 1966-2001. 

Au fost identificate 35 de specii care aparţin 
la 14 genuri incluse în 5 subfamilii.  

În cadrul materialului din colecţia studiatã un 
număr mare de exemplare aparţin speciilor: 
Hemicrepidius niger (76 exemplare); Agriotes 
ustulatus (56 exemplare); Cidnopus pilosus (55 
exemplare) şi Athous lomnikii  (43 exemplare). 
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Table 1 - Zoogeography of the species spread from the collection of the  
Museum of Natural Sciences Piatra Neamţ 

 
Species No. of specimen Spreading  

Subfamily Pyrophorinae 
1. Agrypnus murinus Linnaeus, 1758 31 holarctic 

 
Subfamily Elaterinae 

2. Ampedus erythrogonus Müller, 1821 1 est-european 
3. Ampedus pomorum Herbst, 1784 1 palearctic 
4. Ampedus nigerrimus Lacordaire, 1835 1 eurasiatic 
5. Ampedus sanguinolentus Schrank, 1776 1 palearctic 
6. Dalopius marginatus Linnaus, 1758 10 euro-siberian 
7. Agriotes ustulatus Schaller, 1767 56 eurasiatic 
8. Agriotes  pilosellus Schönherr, 1817 2 eurasiatic 
9. Agriotes lineatus Linnaus, 1758 1 palearctic 
10. Agriotes sputator Linnaus, 1758 10 palearctic 
11. Synaptus filiformis  Fabricius, 1781 2 eurasiatic 

 
Subfamily Melanotinae 

12. Melanotus brunnipes Germar, 1824 13 submediteraneean 
13. Melanotus punctolineatus Pélerin, 1829 1 eurasiatic 

 
Subfamily Athoinae 

14. Cidnopus pilosus Leske, 1785 55 eurasiatic 
15. Cidnopus minutus Linne, 1758 10 eurasiatic 
16. Nothodes parvulus Panzer, 1799 8 euro-siberian 
17. Hemicrepidius hirtus Herbst, 1784 10 eurasiatic 
18. Hemicrepidius niger Linnaeus, 1758 76 eurasiatic 
19. Athous (Grypocarus) vittatus Fabricius, 1792 2 eurasiatic 
20. Athous (Grypocarus) hamorrhoidalis Fabricius,1801 15 palearctic 
21. Athous (Anathrotus) subfuscus Müller, 1767 5 central-european 
22. Athous (Anathrotus) austriacus Desbr. 2 central-european 
23. Athous (Haplathous) zebei Bach, 1854 9 central-european 
24. Athous (Anathrotus) mollis Reitter, 1889 8 central-european 
25. Athous(Orthathous) lomnikii Reitter, 1905 43 central-european 
26. Athous(Orthathous) picipennis Reitter, 1905 24 central-european 

 
Subfamily Dendrometrinae 

27. Ctenicera heyeri Saxesen, 1838 1 central-european 
28. Ctenicera pectinicornis Linnaeus, 1758 10 euro-siberian 
29. Ctenicera cuprea Fabricius, 1781 2 eurasiatic 
30. Ctenicera virens Schrank, 1781 1 eurasiatic 
31. Selatosomus aeneus Linnaeus, 1758 3 eurasiatic 
32. Selatosomus (s. st.) latus  Fabricius, 1801 7 eurasiatic 
33. Selatosomus (Pristilophus) melancholicus Fabricius, 1798 1 palearctic 
34. Prostenon tessellatum Linnaeus, 1758 11 holarctic 
35. Actenicerus sjaelandicus Műller, 1754 10 euro-siberian 

Total number of specimens 443  


