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ABSTRACT

Currently topics such as pollution, environmental protection, energy crisis or global warming, are issues that concern and affect
every inhabitant of the planet regardless of social position. Forest is the most complex terrestrial ecosystem and we believe that is central to
the problems affecting the planet today. Major environmental problems facing us today are much related to global wooded areas. “Forest
Moon” was first celebrated in Romania in 1953, following the issuance of a law providing for holding of specific actions with environmental

and educational significance.

Since lately there is more and more reasons for us to engage each environmental issue, our institution has joined educational projects whose
themes ranged in environmental protection, working with many schools (Bacau County School Inspectorate, Teachers House, kindergartens, schools)
and local authorities (Municipality of Bacau, Bacau Forestry Department). Each year, from March 15 to April 15 we contributed to information and
promotion campaigns included in the series of events celebrating the “Forest Moon” by producing themed multimedia materials related to human and
environmental importance of forests, organizing competitions on environmental issues, planting of saplings.
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HIf you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning
for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning for a lifetime,
educate people.” (Chinese Proverb)

Introduction

The forest ecosystem is the main oxygen
producer and carbon dioxide “consumer”, representing
a huge source of natural resources and economically
important products; it prevents flooding and
pollution of aquatic ecosystems, and becomes a
favourite place for leisure.

The forest is the most complex terrestrial
ecosystems holding the key role in the complex
environmental problems of the entire planet.

Nowadays the subjects such as pollution,
environmental protection, energy crisis or global warming
are issues which concern and affect all the human beings
on the planet regardless of their social position.

The important environmental issues that we
are dealing with today are linked to the considerable
decreasing, at global level, of the forested areas.

History
Since the beginning of history, the forest
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played an essential role in the human life, mainly as
a food source. Step by step, humanity discovered the
priceless treasures of forests which could be
industrially exploited, so that the wood became a
fuel and raw material for many industrial braches
(constructions, furniture, paper and cellulose, textile
industry, etc.).

The first who noticed the danger of the
intensive deforestation was Sterling Morton, the
American Minister of Agriculture, who established
by law the date of 22™ of April as the “Tree Day”, a
day when the Americans took part in tree planting
campaigns as an attempt to counteract the effects of
the intense deforestation.

On the occasion of the 50" anniversary of the
“Tree Day”, the American president issued a
proclamation:’Men speak of natural rights, but |
challenge anyone to show where in the nature any
rights existed or were recognized until there was
established for their declaration and protection a
duly promulgated body of corresponding laws”.
(Calvin Coolidge). In that year the celebration
turned into a forest week and the American nation
understood the importance of forests, therefore the
strategy for restoring the severly exploited forest
lands became a priority.

In the following years this event became an
international celebration, many European countries



took the American idea of involving the youth in tree
planting campaigns. In France, for instance, these
actions were initiated by the president and the
government.

In 1902 Romania started ecological campaigns
with the aim of increasing the forest surfaces, together
with a good opportunity to educate the young
generation in connection with the respect towards the
environment. In order to celebrate the “Tree Day”,
Spiru Haret who was the Minister of Education at the
time forwarded instructions to all school managers to
encourage the pupils’ involvement in tree planting
activities.

Since then, every year in Romania took place in
October ecological education actions which involved
pupils and students in planting trees activities and
maintaining a clean environment. In 1953 was issued a
law to establish that in the period March-April of each
year (according to the weather conditions) the “Forest
Month” is celebrated. Starting from 1989 between the
15th of March and 15th of April activities are carried
out for pointing out this celebration which involves
specialists, press and especially young people.

Today the “Forest Month” means more than
tree planting activities and includes seedling, tree
nurseries, forest pest control, maintaining clean forest,
etc.

Methodology

Because lately there are more and more reasons
for each of us to be involved in the environmental
issues, our institution joins the educative projects with
environment protection thematic, working together
with many education institution (kindergartens,
schools, Bacau School Inspectorate) and local
authorities (Bacau Town Hall, Forest Direction Bacau).
The “Ion Borcea” Museum of Natural Sciences of
Bacau was represented by a team of three
museographers: Lacramioara-Gabriela Zaharia, Anca
Tudor-Andrei and Florin-Catalin Tofan.

Starting from 2005, “Ion Borcea” Natural
Science Museum Complex undertook projects with
respect to the celebration of the “Forest Month”. The
projects were issued by the above-mentioned team in
collaboration with the Bacau Forest Direction and
different education institutions. The activities carried
out during the last four years included: debates on
ecological issues regarding the conservation and
restoration of forest surfaces, the importance of forest
ecosystems biodiversity, tree planting campaigns,
contests.

Proposed objective
1. The active implication of the museum in
the education of the new generation with respect to
the environment protection.
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2. The argumentation based on scientific
reasons for involving people in environmental
protection action.

3. To transmit to the young generation the
feeling of responsibility towards the environment
and the practice of planting trees.

4. The contribution for increasing the
ornamental and recreational values of the small
parks from the neighbourhood of the public
education institution within the town and county.

5. To promote the museum as a scientific and
cultural institution and its public educational offer.

Main activities
“Forest Month” - 2005 edition

The public activities began with the
symposium “The role and importance of forest
within the environment, providing the continuity of
forest with its consequences and implication in
social life”. This manifestation took place in the
period 23 March — 11 April and involved the local
communities, local authorities and institution: Forest
Direction Bacau, Agéds Village Hall, Brusturoasa
Village Hall, Palanca Village Hall, Ghimes Village
Hall and the local schools.

On the 5th of April the pupils from the
Izvorul Berheciului School had the opportunity to
assist to a lecture on the importance of forests for
soil fixation which prevents the landslides. The
museographers and forest engineers delivered
lectures on the topic “The forests role in
stabilization of degraded soils”.

Fig. 1 - Lespezi Kindergarten

At the schools of Racova, Lespezi and
Beresti Bistrita a team of biologists and forest
engineers delivered lectures with the aim of teaching
pupils regarding the types of forests in Romania and
their cynegetic values.



In the same time with the conference “The
Planting tree holiday” held on 7th of April took
place the XV edition of posters, black-and-white
pictures and caricature competition. The artworks
were created by the pupils of the “G. Apostu” Art
High-school and by the members of the “Veniti cu
noi” NGO. The works were exhibited in the hall of
the “G. Bacovia” Theatre Bacau.

On the 11™ of April the pupils of the “G.
Antipa” College of Ecology and Environment
Protection Bacau took part in a conference which
was called “The forest and humans” and in actions
of tree planting of a 1500 m® surface under the
coordination of the forest engineers.

The pupils of the “Alexandru cel Bun”
School of Bacau attended multimedia presentations
held by the museographers of the “lon Borcea”
Museum Of Natural Sciences Bacdu on the issue
“Chlorophyll- the engine of life”.

The biologist museographers lectured at the
“Ferdinand I” National College in order to present
the importance of the forest as the most complex
terrestrial ecosystem and its complex trophic
relations which provide a permanent balance
between the ecosystem components.

During that period the Forest Direction Bacéu
provided the technical support and the tree sapling in
order to improve the aspect of the green areas from
10 countryside and urban localities of the Bacau
County, 2500 tree saplings were planted on a surface
of 4.5 ha.

Under the coordination of forest engineers,
the pupils and the youth from many localities of the
Bacau County took part in action of waste collecting
from the forest ecosystems and planting trees and
ornamental shrubs.

Competitions on various ecological issues
were held in a number of 18 education institutions
and prizes were awarded to the winner pupils.

“Forest Month” - 2005 edition ended with a
round table on the issue “The forest — national
inheritance” which was attended by students and
specialists from the Museum of Natural Sciences
Bacau, Forest Direction Bacau, Bacau University
and Bacdu County Council. The manifestation was
held at the “Victor Anestin” Astronomical Observer
of the “Ion Borcea” Natural Sciences Museum
Complex Bacdu, and the debates included the
following topics: “The history of Planting Tree
Celebration world-wide and in Romania”, “The
origin of forests and the evolution of forest
vegetation”, “The importance of forest ecosystem”,
“The forest in the culture of Romanian nation”,
“Reforestation”.

In the period between 15™ March and 15"
April 2005, we succeeded in involving a number of
about 2000 young people and local communities
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within the actions and activities held on the occasion
of the “Forest Month” 2005, and a number of 4.900
saplings of deciduous and coniferous species, and
ornamental scrubs were planted.

“Forest Month” - 2006 edition

In the year 2006, we carried on the
collaboration with the Forest Direction Bacau and
we signed a protocol of collaboration with the Bacau
School  Inspectorate ~ which  involved new
collaborations among the education institutions.
Starting with that year our institution was co-opted
in projects initiated by different school teachers and
with different funding sources.

This year the activities started with a meeting
held at the Forest Direction Bacau which brought
together forest engineers, biologists and local
authorities. There were discussed topics regarding
the ecological an economical importance of forests
and the schedule of further activities was announced.

The first actions consisted in providing
information and rising the public awareness for the
forest ecosystems, followed by tree planting
campaigns. On 16™ and 17" of March the school
pupils from Vileni and Horgesti (Bacau County)
took part in activities which aimed to improving the
aspect of the green areas around the schools. The
museographers of the “Ion Borcea” Museum of
Natural Sciences Bacau presented a multimedia
show on the importance of forests to the pupils.

In this year a team of educators from the
“Crai Nou” Kindergarten started a project in which
our institution was a partner. The aim was to
increase the interest for the nature in pre-school
children by means of activities adjusted to their age.
Thus the children learned more about forest flora
and fauna, they played and learned at the same time
about how to plant tree, they drew forests and
presented artistic programmes. Later we received
requests for similar activities from other
kindergartens in Bacau city and in the countryside.

Fig. 2 - "Dimitrie Leonida" School



The actions carried on with the activities at
the “Dimitrie Leonida” School of Bacau, where
multimedia shows were presented with the theme
“The wood adventure”. The pupils found out that the
wood had many qualities and they understood that the
forests shelter great ecological and economical values.
We organized a team competition in which pupils
proved their knowledge on the environment and the
winners were rewarded with prizes.

On the 5™ of April we were invited to take
part in two activities organized at rural schools in
Beresti-Tazlau and Turluianu. The issue of this
manifestation was “The green lungs of the Earth”.
The theoretical part of the event was held by
museographers, who underlined during their lectures
the importance of the forests for life on Earth. By
means of the multimedia show called “Forest —
living treasure” the pupils found out which are the
types of forests from Romania and some of the most
common species of plants and animals. The practical
skill of planting trees were developed under the
coordination of forest engineers who taught the
children how to plant and nurse a sapling.

Within the projects ,,Saving the forests means
saing the life” initiated by the teachers from Paricea
School (Bacau County), our institution took part in
some activities which included: multimedia shows, tree
planting and artistic moments presented by pupils.

The activities organized at the “G. Antipa”
Ecology and Environmental Protection College
Bacau and “Ferdinand I” National College Bacau
involved multimedia shows and team competition on
the issue “The importance of forest ecosystem”.

The activities ended with a round table during
which the guests participated in discussions on the
inheritance value of the forest ecosystem and the
importance of a good management of woodlands in
Romania.

Within the “Forest Month” celebration from
2006 toghether with the pupils we improved the
aspect of the small parks from the schoolyards.
There were involved about 2.100 pupils from 20
schools from Bacau City and County.

“Forest Month” - 2007 edition

This year edition was less extended than the
previous two editions due to the fact that the
museum team was involved in organizing two
exhibitions and a national Contest of Environment
Projects — county stage. Despite the fact that the
preparatory period for one of our own exhibition
overlaped with the period 15 March -15 April we
managed to organize some activities for celebrating
the “Forest Month” in 18 education institutions from
urban and rural localities within the Bacdu County.
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We also had two schools and three kindergartens as
new partners. Within the project linden, coniferous
and ornamental shrubs saplings where planted and
the children improved their knowledge on the
natural environment which became the arguments
for the community involvement in ecological
activities. Like in the previous years the project was
carried on in the collaboration with Forest Direction
Bacau which provided the saplings and organized
the competitions within the manifestations.

“Forest Month” - 2008 edition

The opening of this year manifestation for
celebration of “Forest Month” was shelter by the
conference room at the “lon Borcea” Museum of
Natural Sciences Bacdu. The event was attended by
80 pupils with the age of 8-12 years and guests from
County Council Bacau, Forest Direction Bacau,
Environment Protection Agency, the University of
Bacdu and other invited teachers from the partner
schools. The audience attended a multimedia shows
on the issues “Her Highness the Forest” and “Trees
beside us” which offered valuable information on
the forest types on Earth, tree age and the
importance of forests. The activity ended with a tree
planting application in the schoolyard of the School
no. 10 from Bacau.

In the period 28" March — 3™ April over 400
pupils from the Economy College “lon Ghica”
Bacdu attended different multimedia shows
presented by the museographers and were actively
involved in debates on the following issues: “The
diversity of living world”, “The importance of forests
for pollution control” and “Economic value of wood.

The pupils from the “Mihai Dragan” School
of Bacau proved their love towards nature and their
knowledge on the living world within an action
organized for forest celebration. They organized an
artistic moment in which they drew up the attention
on humans lack of concerning regarding the
protection of forest lands and sent message to the
audience that this would affect all of us.

On the 8" of April we met the pupils from
“Georgeta Mircea Cancicov” School and “Al. I
Cuza” School. Museographers, forest engineers and
teachers were invited at the activity “Forest,
forest...”. The pupils watched educative movies,
attended debates on the biodiversity of the forest
ecosystems in the Bacdu County and the winners of
a competition regarding the knowledge on forest
ecosystem were rewarded with prizes.

The pupil from Barati School made drawings
with the thematic “Trees beside us” and the Forest
Direction awarded the best artworks. The biologists
from the Museum of Natural Science Bacau



explained the importance of knowing and respecting
the forests by using multimedia shows.

In the following day the museographers
visited the “Alexandru cel Bun” School where the
pupils from the “step-by-step” classes, guided by
their teachers, organized an exhibition of drawings
and paintings with topics on the anthropic activities
impact on the environment. The best works were
awarded by the Forest Direction Bacau.

The 2008 edition of the “Forest Month”
ended in a festive environment with a symposium
which was attended by the biologists, forest
engineers, local authorities and teachers.

In the end, the conclusion was that our events
involved more than 2.300 pupils and teenagers, and
we “won” new partners.

Almost all the activities were popularized in
mass-media hence we succeeded to inform the wide
public on the educational activities and their role for
the community.

Conclusions
All the activities organized by the museum
were well-received by the young generation. Along
the four editions we had 30 partners among the
kindergartens, schools and highschools, reprezenting
9% of the education institutions within the Bacéu
County.

2800
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B rural localities urban localities
Fig. 3 - The percentage of rural and urban partipants

The pupils were very receptive, proving in
the same time that they are eager to find out more
about nature and to be involved in ecological
education campaigns. Along the four years we
involved in educative activities children of different
ages, from 4-5 year old children to teenagers. We
observed that the primary school pupils are more
sensitive towards the environment issues and they
became aware that their behaviour is very important.
Hence the preschool children love nature very much
and take part, with a lot of enthusiasm, in actions which
involve direct interaction with the environment.
Therefore we can start to guide them toward knowing
the value of the natural and cultural inheritance from
small ages and to develop attitudes of respect towards
the natural environment and its protection.
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We also notice that, unfortunately, the
interest for nature decreases in inverse ratio with the
age, thus the teenagers are less interested in learning
about the ecological problems. We tried to seek for
an explanation for this situation and we figure that
the ecological issues have been popularized for a
short period of time. In the past, 10-15 years ago
when today teenager’s personality started to sketch
and to form their priorities the ecological education
was not so pronounced. Nowadays, the biology and
ecology, subject matters which could widen their
knowledge horizon in this field and could motivate
them almost disappeared from the national
curriculum. Therefore through the multimedia shows
made up by the museographer, very well-informed
and in harmony with the school curricula, presented
in our activities we successfully completed pupil’s
knowledge.

Certainly we also met exceptions, young
people which were directly involved in important
ecological projects and which showed great concern
towards environmental issues, being aware that on
our behaviour depends the quality of natural
environment from the near future.

The pupils understood that the anthropic
activities could cause damages to natural
environment but in the same time we could learn
how to use natural reserves rationally, developing
strategies for ecological reconstruction and to
diminish highly pollutant human activities. The
children and the youth become aware that they can
be involved in protections of different ecosystems
through different behaviours: in outdoor trips,
avoiding paper waste, taking part in waste collection
campaigns or getting used to rationally consume the
electric power.
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Fig. 4 - The evolution of participants number along
the fourth editions

The involvement of the youth in the tree
planting activities made them proud and responsible
of planted saplings hence they become directly
interested in keeping clean the small green park they
arranged within the schoolyard. Therefore they
become aware that tens of years it takes one tree to



grow and reach maturity and to become economically
valuable and it can disappear in a few minutes.

The children and young people planted
almost 6200 coniferous and deciduous tree
samplings in Bacdu town during the events
organized by the Museum of Natural Sciences and
the Forest Direction of Bacau. We involved 8.200
preschool children, pupils and students in these
activities, and their number increased every year.
Almost 30 % of the involved persons are from the
countryside localities, some of them from localities
situated at great distances from towns and with
limited access to cultural-educative offers.

Taking into account the fact that the visiting
museum public is mainly represented by preschool
children, pupils and students, the events organized
by us on the theme “Forest Month” were also good
advertising campaigns for our institution, disseminating
our educational and scientific programmes.

To organize complex manifestations for
celebrating the “Forest Month” became a “tradition”
for our institution, therefore we wish to continue to
be involved in this action in the future, and to
maintain the collaborations with our partners. At the
same time, we would like to establish new
collaborations with new partners so that our message
to reach more and more people.

Rezumat

In prezent subiectele precum: poluarea,
protectia mediului nconjurator, criza energetica sau
incélzirea globald, reprezinta problemele care
preocupa si afecteaza fiecare locuitor al planetei
indiferent de pozitia sociala.

Padurea este cel mai complex ecosistem
terestru si putem considera cd se afla in centrul
problemelor care afecteaza planeta astazi. Marile
probleme de mediu cu care ne confruntam in prezent
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sunt legate de diminuarea considerabild, la nivel
global, a suprafetelor impadurite. “Luna Padurii” a
fost celebrata prima datd in Romania in anul 1953,
ca urmare a emiterii unei legi care prevedea
organizarea unor actiuni cu specific ecologic si cu
un pronuntat caracter educativ.

Intrucat in ultimul timp existd tot mai multe
motive pentru a ne implica fiecare in problematica
de mediu, institutia noastra s-a alaturat proiectelor
educationale a caror tematicd s-a incadrat 1In
domeniul protectiei mediului, colaborand cu
numeroase unitati de 1invatdmant (Inspectoratul
Scolar Judetean Bacdu, Casa Corpului Didactic
gradinite, scoli) si cu autorititi locale (Primaria
Bacau, Directia Silvicd Bacau). in fiecare an, in
perioada 15 martie - 15 apriliec am contribuit la
campaniile de informare §i promovare incluse in
seria de manifestari prilejuite de “Luna Padurii”,
prin prezentarea de materiale multimedia cu
tematica legata de importanta padurilor pentru om si
mediu, organizarea de concursuri pe teme ecologice,
plantari de puieti.
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