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PART IV – ANNIVERSARIES, COMMEMORATIONS 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM - PROFESSOR DR.  MIHAELA NIŢĂ 
(27.X.1958 – 31.V.2006) 

CONSTANTIN TOMA1 

 

Generally, children lead their parents on the 
last road, students lead their teachers on last journey 
and commemorates them. But, not infrequently, 
unfortunately, is going around. It is the case of the 
student, collaborator and my good friend Nita 
Mihaela, from whose birth would have reached half 
a century this year, fate would not be so, my student 
leaving this world too soon, only at the age of 48 
years. 

Mihaela Nita was born on November 27, 
1958, in the city of Bacău, her parent were 
Constanta (teacher) and Constantine (officer) Nita. 
She attended primary school (1965-1909), 
Gymnasium (1969-1973) and “George Bacovia” 
High School (1973-1977) in Bacău. 

In 1978 she participated in the competition 
for admission to the Faculty of Biology-Geography-
Geology, University “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” 
University from Iaşi, becoming a student in the 
Biology Department. During the 4 years of study she 
highlighted very seriously, working power and 
passion for the natural sciences, both in the 
amphitheatre, laboratory, library and the field trips 
in different parts of the country, from the plains to 
the peaks of the mountains, especially during 
summer field applications. 

As mentor of the year and professor of the 
course Plant morphology and anatomy I followed 
closely both the work as teacher and the scientific 
research (as-yet begun at the end of her I-st student 
year) for development of her licence work in 
experimental plant-anatomy (researching the 
influence of herbicides on the structure of weeds 
damaging crops). 

Following the very good results as a student, 
she was proposed, at the end of III-rd year, and was 
part of a small group of students who carried out the 
practice in Germany, at University of Jena. 

At the end of the four years of study and after 
graduating the exam in 1982, given the overall 
average over 9.00, she has received government 
allocation for higher education and scientific 
research, after completing a training period of 2 
years in pre-university education (the Economic 
High School in Bacău). 

In 1984 she was assigned to the Biological 
Research Center of Iaşi, and in 1990 following a 
competition got a position of assistant at the 
Department of Plant Biology, Faculty of Biology. 
Subsequently, throughout another competition, got a 
lecturer position (in 1991) and, then, one of senior 
lecturer (in 1998). 

At. 1.03.1989 she is admitted to the doctorate 
under my leadership in the field of plant morphology 
and anatomy, and the 17octombrie 2007 hold her 
dissertation thesis with the subject ”Researches of  
experimental morphology and anatomy on the 
influence of various pesticides on some weeds and 
cultivated plants”, obtaining the scientific title Ph.D. 
in biology. 

As a teacher taught and conducted the 
practical work of Plant cytology, Plant eco-
morphology, Morphology and anatomy of plants. To 
help students, she published in cooperation different 
synthesis (Mitosis and meiosis, The statolitic root 
apparatus - structure and ultra-structure, The cito-
histological support of plants sensitivity, Structure 
and ultra-structure of plant tissues), manuals of 
practical work (Plant cytology, Plant morphology 
and anatomy) and education monographs (Plant 
cell). Also she led the practice field, license and the 
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dissertation, methodical and scientific work to 
achieve the I degree in teaching in pre-university 
education. 

She was a close mentor to the students, both 
in laboratory and field, a fair evaluator of their work, 
a person respected by students, colleagues and 
professors. She was part of various committees for 
acceptance of completed I and II degree-granting in 
pre-university education, employment positions in 
the university education. 

As a researcher, she distinguished by 
thoroughness, analytical ability, accuracy in the 
work of observation and writing of scientific works 
and by making the accompanying illustration. 

In the 24 years she worked at the Centre for 
Biological Research and at the Faculty of Biology of 
Iaşi conducted an extensive scientific research, 
embodied in the publication (jointly or as sole 
author) of a large number of articles: 80 original 
paper works, 5 popularization and on the history of 
biology, 8 reviews, 10 articles in the form of 
abstracts in volumes of national and international 
scientific meetings, attended directly or through hers 
co-workers. 

Almost all scientific work in which she 
worked were developed, written and published 
together so I had the opportunity to follow step by 
step the professional development of Mihaela Nita, 
her passion and interest in research. 

Out of the research directions, all from plant 
biology field, I quote: the structure of various herbs, 
morpho-anatomical adaptations of some aquatic and 
salt soil plants, the influence of pesticides on weeds 
and crop plants, the influence of various pollutants 

on the morphology and structure of some woody and 
herbaceous plants, mineral fertilizers influence on 
morphology and anatomy of forage plants, leaf and 
bud morpho-biometry from fruit trees and forest 
trees, the behaviour of some medicinal species „in 
vitro” cultures, the structure of industrial 
celolignine. Therefore, the work produced in 
collaboration by Mihaela Nita are in the field of  
comparative,  ecological and experimental plant 
morpho-anatomy, and they are published in special 
books and various magazines, Romanian and 
foreign, and are quoted by various Romanian and 
foreign researchers. 

For a set of works in the field of experimental 
plant-anatomy, Mihaela Nita was awarded in 1994 
with the “Emanoil Teodorescu” Award of the 
Romanian Academy. 

To the above fact is added that in 1993 she 
made a specialization internship in France, at the 
University of Anger, on electronic microscopy 
issues. However, she participated with papers on 
scientific events that have taken place in Sweden, 
Greece, France and the Republic of Moldova. 

Mihaela Nita could offer even more, from the 
teaching and scientific level, if the thread of life 
would not be stopped from May 31, 2006, after a 
long, hard suffering. For her rich and appreciated 
activity as teacher and researcher, Mihaela Nita has 
her deserved place in the team of plant biology at the 
Iaşi University. I invested heavily in training 
Mihaela Nita as a specialist and lived the joy of her 
professional perfection, her assessment through 
academic distinctions, her contribution to enriching 
the scope of which she was devoted. 

 


