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PROFESSOR MIHAI MITITIUC AT THE 70™! ANNIVERSARY

Professor Mihai MITITIUC was born on
March 16, 1937 in a family of hardworking peasants
with great love of land, known and respected in the
village Mihaileni from Botosani County. He started
primary school in his village and continues at the
high school “Grigore Ghica” Dorohoi which he
graduated in 1955. After graduation he continued his
studies at the Faculty of Natural Sciences-
Geography, “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University in
Iasi which he graduated as head of the class in 1960.

During the faculty he was noticed by serious,
perseverance, determination and  willingness
organizational, qualities that were noted during the
teaching career. The outstanding results during the
faculty recommended him, after graduation, for the
position of assistant at the Department of Botany of
the Faculty of Biology from Iasi.

The exceptional professional and teaching
qualities have attracted the esteem and consideration
of many generations of students and teachers
allowing him to promote along the university
hierarchy, covering all the steps to the one of professor.

He debuted in academic career by leading the
practical work of plant morphology, and then
organized some laboratories:  Biogeography,
Systematic botany, Plant protection, Plant parasite
biology, Mycology and Phytopathology. During
teaching career has developed and taught various
courses, but excelled in disciplines Mycology and
Phytopathology to which he have devoted all the
experience gained in scientific research.

The six university courses developed and
printed remain as reference, standing out is the
clarity, dense and concise scientific content,
systematization and timeliness of information.
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The experience and teaching performance
recommended him as an demanding and impartial
teacher, but fair and very understanding to students,
which brought him in the faculty elite of the
“Alexandru loan Cuza” University, lasi.

His teaching activity is doubled by a
prodigious scientific activity, implemented in 9
books and monographs and over 250 articles and
studies published in prestigious journals in the
country and abroad. The most significant and
consistent contributions he brought in the field of
mycology - micromycetes, where he discovered 35
species new to science, 500 species new to Romania,
numerous new species for Moldova, plus over 900
species quoted on new host plants species.

Research results were inserted in various
monographs appeared in Romania, but also in
foreign journals (Sydowia, Boletim da Sociedade
Broteriana, Nowa Hediawig, Feddes Repertorium).
He also published numerous articles in the
Romanian Academy journals, different revues of the
universities along the country or in volumes of
national and international symposia and conferences.
Many of the published works were reviewed in the
Bulletin signalectique and Referativnii journal.

Professor Mihai Mititiuc is concerned about
the training of young specialists, coordinating
numerous doctoral dissertations, of which 9 have
been completed to date, thus contributing to the
development of mycology in Romania.

Special training and exceptional organizational
capacity have recommended Professor Mihai
Mititiuc as director of the oldest and most
prestigious botanical gardens in the country, which
led during the period 1990 — 2007 when this
institution developed by the construction of 3
greenhouses, restoring full heating system, boilers
and other spaces. In a period with many social and
economic problems he managed to preserve the
integrity of the largest botanical garden in the
country. In the same measure he was always



interested in  enrichment plant collections,
collaborations with institutions in the country and
abroad and holding of exhibitions and events with
national and international scientific participation.
We also mention in this sense the effort he made for
the anniversary in 1996 of 140 years since the
opening of the first botanical gardens in Romania. In
2006 he organized the 150 anniversary, on this
occasion he offered medals and diploma of
excellence to some personalities both form Romania
and abroad.

Organizational capacity coupled with a
strong work, enabling him to be present in the
management of many committees, commissions,
editorial collective and scientific societies, including
that of the president of Mycology Society of
Romania and of Association of Botanical Gardens in
Romania.

As president of the Romanian Society of
Mycology was concerned about the organization of
the headquarters at the Botanical Gardens of lasi, to
attract sponsors to achieve popularization materials
(posters, leaflets and booklets for awareness of
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edible, toxic and poisonous mushrooms) or support
programs inventory of wild mushrooms considered
rare and endangered in Romania.

Annually, he organized mycology symposia
in cooperation with different institutions, in various
cities along the country. On the occasion of the editions
held in Iasi (1995), Vatra Dornei (1997), Bacau (1999),
Toplita (2001), Cluj-Napoca (2003) and Suceava
(2005) he invited specialists from abroad.

Also, during these meetings he coordinated
the organization of exhibitions with edible, inedible
and poisonous mushrooms appreciated by specialists,
but also by amateur in different regions of the
country.

The 70" anniversary is a special moment in
the life of Professor Mihai Mititiuc, but the entire
academic community in Iasi University center,
which he dedicated his attention and work without
reservation.

Strong character, which is endowed with
health, spirit of initiative calls the Professor Mihai
Mititiuc to contribute to the formation of new
mycology specialists.



