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ABSTRACT

This study is dedicated to Victor Nadolschi, who was a brilliant teacher, a remarkable man and a great astronomer of the University

of Tasi.

He had administered with great authority the Astronomical Observatory of lasi, an objective that was damaged during the second
world war, and that was then transformed into a research laboratory. Nadolschi has initiated, for the first time in lasi, studies and methods of
astrophysics, also astral photometry and mathematics’ statistics in the astronomical area. He has been a real scholar in the art of
communication; the lessons with professor Nadolschi were truly the achievement of a natural born teacher. He was a great admirer of the
nature and a passionate entomologist that created a precious collection of butterflies (of over 15000 pieces), that is now part of the heritage

of Natural Sciences Museum from Bacau.

Many great personalities have made brilliant
figures in their époque, but their marks fade away
under the cruel wind of Sciences; other personalities
still catch our attention from time to time and hover
in the memory of the collectivity as brilliant Science
proffesors, through their whole activity.

Victor Nadolschi was born on the 4™ of July
1911 in Chisinau. Victor was the only child of
Nadolschi family. His parents, Luca and Franciska,
Polish, have been established in Chisinau from 1908.
In the fall of 1919, he became a student of the
French primary school and then he went to “B. P
Hasdeu” High School in Chisinau. High School has
been a tremendous source of general knowledge for
this child athirst with science, and has aided him to
cultivate his passion for History, Geography,
Literature, Science, Mathematics, Physical Science
etc. In high-school, he succeeded to have a good
command of Latin, Greek and German. Afterwards,
he opened two more “gates” towards the world, by
assimilating 2 more languages: English and Italian.
There’s no wonder that, with this high preparation,
young Nadolschi has made it in the first 4, out of
311 candidates that had competed the only 80 places
for the entrance exam at the Polytechnics University,
in Timisoara, in the fall of 1930. In 1933, he had
completed the courses of the Electromechanics
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section. During these years, he manifested special
inclinations towards descriptive geometry, industrial
drawing, and remarkable ingenuity in practical
applications. For pecuniar reasons, he is constraint to
drop back, closer to home, in Iasi, where he studies
at the Agronomy Faculty, and he also follows the
philology courses at the Philosophy Faculty and the
matemathics courses at the Faculty of Science. At
the Mathematics Section there were employed
teachers of high academical standard, like Alexandru
Myller, the creator of the mathematic seminar and
the founder of the first universitary geometry school,
Octav Mayer, a scholar and a geometrician of
international reputation, Ioan Placinteanu, student of
the M. Planck and Albert Einstein. In this admirable
series of teachers, he has found the light that has
absorbed and fascinated him. In 1935, when he was
still a student, he started to work at the Observatory
of Iasi, with the talented astronomer, Vintila Siadbei.
The encounter with Vintila Siadbei had been a
decisive moment in choosing his career. In
December 1937 he sustains his final paper in Maths
under the coordination of professor Iloan
Placinteanu. In 1938, he is a preparatory at the
Mechanics laboratory in the Rational and Applied
Mechanics Department. In the new, sober, working
atmosphere of the Mathematics Seminary, where he
takes benefit of an excellent library and of the
inestimable tradition of the Mathematics school and
also of the innovative spirit of its members, young



Nadolschi feels, there, the beginning of his future
evolution and the affirmation of his inner energies.

In 1941. he is being promoted as an assistant,
in the Mechanics and Astronomy Department. In
1942, he sustains his final doctorate paper with the
title: “About a new integrable moving case of a solid
object around a fixed point”, in front of a board that
also included the teachers O. Mayer and I.
Placinteanu. In 1943, he becomes the coordinator at
the Mechanics Department, and in 1946 he will be a
titular lecturer and a honorary manager of the
astronomical Observatory in Iasi. He has dedicated
the most beautiful years of his life to the
Astronomical Observatory in lasi.

V. Nadolschi was a great admirer of the
nature. During his high-school, little Victor used to
go out in nature with his father, a craftsmen at the
winegrowing school, where he “caught” the taste for
the butterfly collections, a passion that he was to
keep for the rest of his life. After his retirement, V.
Nadolschi hadn’t stop his work. His passion for
collecting butterflies flourished. He had also collected
plenty of entomological material (butterflies) that he
had dispensed with a lot of patience.

The illustrated guides with different species
of butterflies are of very much interest. They are
copied after the original, where he succeeded in
giving with much care, patience and responsability
the exact shape and colour of each sample of
butterfly, determining its species and enframing
them systematically. He had worked with many
entomologists from Romania, like A. Popescu Gorj,
from “Antipa” Museum in Bucharest, dr. Konig
from Timisoara, dr. I. Stanoiu from Craiova, M.
Moldoveanu from Reghin, and also with many
foreign entomologists: dr. Skala from
Czechoslovakia, Pering- Lindenfals from RFG, with
whom he excenged lepidopterological material and
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he had received valuable samples from different
regions of the country. In this way he made a
valuable collection of butterflies with over 13000
samples enframed in 18 super-families that was
given to the Natural Sciences Museum, in 1976,
together with all the documentation the he had used
in his work, and with his personal library, that
included textbooks, astronomy and entomology also,
and that are now part of the patrimony of Natural
Sciences Museum in Bacau. What makes the
collection so valuable is not only the great number
of butterfly specimens but also the many butterfly
species that are protected by law (Iphiclides
podalirius, Papilio machaon, Parnassius mnemosyne,
etc), that are very rare species for the moldavian
area, but also very rare in our country too:
Proserpinus proserpina f. brunea Geest- Sphingidae.

He had worked with professor doctor Nicolae
Barabas, the former manager of the Natural Sciences
Museum and with other employees of the Museum.
He had given a special attention to the Astronomical
Observatory  from Bacau: he had equiped the
Observatory with a telescope glass of 450 mm and
he had dispensed over 120 butterfly species, that had
been collected during the branch activities of the
museum, and all have enriched the heritage of the
institution.

Proffesor Victor Nadolski was a man with
many new ideas, which he had shared with
generosity with his collaborators. He was a loved
and respected person, he had an irresistible charm,
and he made you feel important when talking to him.
This was proffesor and explorer, Victor Nadolschi.
He died on the 9 th of May 1996, in Bacau. The light
that he had left behind still delights and impels us to
reflect more at the person that has been a glamorous
teacher, a remarcable astronomer, a passionate
etnomologist, and, not lastly, a true human being.



