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ABSTRACT 
 

The temporary exhibition “Fruits and seeds from the spontaneous and cultivated flora” was realized by the specialists from the 
Vivarium subunit of the “Ion Borcea” Natural Science Museum Complex Bacău. 

The biological material was collected during 2009-2011, from the spontaneous and cultivated flora of Bacău County, being 
represented by the 153 species.  

In the exhibition only 80 species were presented to the public, using scientifical and didactic criteria. Thus, the visitors can 
discover different types of fruits: dehiscent dry fruits (pod, silicule, siliqua, follicle, capsule, polyfollicle), nondehiscent dry fruits 
(caryopsis, achene, nut, nucule, samara, disamara, pod, silicule),  fleshy and bacciform fruits (berry, drupe, pepo, pits). 

The project was realized in partnership with Forest Research and Management Institute (I.C.A.S. Bacău).  
The collected fruits and seeds will be part of a new collection from our museum patrimony. 
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Introduction 

The temporary exhibition „Fruits and seeds in 
spontaneous and cultivated flora” was opened in 
September 29, 2011, at the Vivarium in Bacău 
(figure 1). With this exhibition the public was shown 
a part of the fruit and seed diversity of the 
spontaneous and cultivated flora of Bacău county, as 
well as aspects concerning their use. 

As the first realized fruit and seed collection 
of this type, it will enrich the patrimony of the 
Natural Science Museum Complex „Ion Borcea” 
Bacău. 
 

Material and methods 
The vegetal material was collected during 

2009-2011 by the Vivarium curators and 
conservators in various habitat types of the Bacău 
county. It was represented by a number of 153 
species among which 80 species were exposed in the 
exhibition, the visitors could discover different fruit 
types dehiscent dry fruits (pod, silicule, siliqua, 
follicle, capsule, polyfollicle), nondehiscent dry 
fruits (caryopsis, achene, nut, nucule, samara, 

disamara, pod, silicule), fleshy and bacciform fruits 
(berry, drupe, pepo, pits) (fig. no. 1). 

The temporary exhibition includes also an 
interactive part exposing various fruit and seed types 
in plastic recipients. 

The determination of the vegetal material was 
made by using the specialty literature (1, 2, 3, 4). 

In table 1 we present the species whose fruits 
and seeds were collected, as well as the fruit type: 

Cn-cone; 
 FUD = dehiscent dry fruits → P-pod,               

Si-silicule, Sv-siliqua, F- follicle, C-capsule, Pf-
polyfollicle);  

FUI = nondehiscent dry fruits → Cr-caryopsis, 
A-achene, N-nut, Nc-nucule, S-samara, Di-disamara, 
Pi-nondehiscent pod, Si-nondehiscent silicule; 

FCB =  fleshy and bacciform fruits  →            
B-berry, D-drupe, Pe-pepo, Po-pits. 

 
Results and discussions 

The 153 identified species are included in the 
Plantae regnum and belong to Spermatophyta phylum, 
to 2 subphylums Pinophytina (Gymnospermae) and 
Magnoliophytina (Angiospermae), 4 classes, 6 
subclasses, 34 orders and 47 families (table 1). Most 
of the species belong to Magnoliopsida 
(Dicotiledonatae) class. 

 

Table 1- The vegetal material collected during 2009-2011 
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Conclusions 
The temporary exhibition „Fruits and seeds in 

spontaneous and cultivated flora” was realized by 
the specialists of the Vivarium unit of the Natural 
Science Museum Complex „Ion Borcea” Bacău and 
was opened on September 29, 2011. 

Among the 153 species collected from the 
spontaneous and cultivated flora of the Bacău county 
80 species were exposed, the visitors could observe 
and learn about various fruit and seed types. 

The collected vegetal material belongs to 1 
phylum, 2 subphylums, 4 classes, 6 subclasses, 34 
orders and 47 families. 

As the first realized fruit and seed collection 
of this type, it will enrich the patrimony of the Natural 
Science Museum Complex „Ion Borcea” Bacău. 

 
Rezumat 

Expoziţia temporară „Fructe şi seminţe din 
flora spontană şi cultivată” a fost realizată de 
specialiştii de la subunitatea Vivariu a Complexului 
Muzeal de Ştiinţele Naturii „Ion Borcea” Bacău şi 
vernisată pe data de 29 septembrie 2011. 

Materialul vegetal a fost colectat în perioada 
2009-2011, din flora spontană şi cultivată a judeţului 
Bacău, fiind reprezentat de 153 specii. În spaţiul 
alocat expoziţiei numai 80 de specii au fost 
prezentate publicului, pe baza unor criterii ştiinţifice 

şi didactice. Astfel, vizitatorii pot descoperi diferite 
tipuri de fructe: fructe uscate dehiscente (păstaie, 
siliculă, silicvă, foliculă, capsulă, polifoliculă), 
fructe uscate indehiscente  (cariopsă, achenă, nucă, 
nuculă, samară, disamară, păstaie ind., siliculă ind.), 
fructe cărnoase şi baciforme (bacă, drupă, peponidă, 
poamă), precum şi informaţii referitoare la utilizările 
acestora.  

În cadrul expoziţiei a fost prezentată şi o 
parte din colecţia de seminţe a I.C.A.S. Bacău.  

Colecţia de fructe şi seminţe fiind prima de 
acest fel realizată în cadrul muzeului nostru, va 
îmbogăţi patrimoniul Complexului Muzeal de 
Ştiinţele Naturii „Ion Borcea” Bacău. 
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Fig. no. 1. Aspects from the temporary exhibition.


