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PART IV — ANNIVERSARIES, COMMEMORATIONS

THOUGHTS ABOUT THOSE WHO WERE, ARE AND WILL BE
PROF. UNIV. DR. TRAIAN STEFUREAC

IN MEMORIAM

NECULAI BARABAS*

Traian Stefureac (1908-1986)

* Jon Borcea” Natural Sciences Museum, Aleea Parcului No. 9,
Bacau, Romania.
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After the French historian Alexis de
Tocqueville (1805-1859), history is a gallery of
portraits with many copies and few originals. This
portrait generally outlined here is authentic and has
to be considered adequately.

In October 4 of this year 25 years have
passed since the passing away of Professor Doctor
Traian 1. Stefureac who has definitively entered the
illustrious gallery of the Romanian botanists.

A short biographic presentation will outline
the life of this great man who, in the course of his 78
years of life (of which 33 were spent in the
universitary system), served the human community
he lived in and created a scientific work to
remember:

e He was born on April 18, 1908 in
Campulung Moldovenesc (Suceava county) in a 7-
child family of the illustrious Bukovina
ethnographer, Professor loan Stefureac and Minodora
(born Simionovici);

e He attended the primary and secondary
school, ,,Dragos Voda” Highschool in his native town;

¢ He attended the universitary courses at the
University of Cernauti and obtained his diploma in
Natural Sciences ,with a distinction”, also
graduating the Universitary Pedagogical Seminary
in 1934;

e He obtained his doctoral degree in 1940
with the qualification ,Very good with a
distinction”, being supervised by Professor M.
Gusuleac and his work had the title ,,Synecological
and sociological research on Bryophytes in the
secular forest Slatioara (Bukovina)”. As the first
Romanian study of its kind, with the
recommendation of his Professor Gusuleac, it has
been published in the Annals of the Romanian
Academy, the scientific branch, in 1941;

o After graduating the University he worked
in secondary schools as a teacher of natural sciences,
geography, physics and chemistry, mathematics,
merceology and productology. He worked also in
the Pedagogical Highschool in Cernauti; at the same
time he worked as a voluntary in the Botanical
Institute;

e Beginning with 1940 he worked in the
University of Bucharest going through all steps:
from preparer to Professor and then Director of the
Systematical Botanics Department;

e He obtained the degree of Professon
Docent in 1965;

e From 1973 he remained as a consultant
Professor and doctoral supervisor in the field of
Botanics;
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e On October 4, 1986 he passed away in
Bucharest and was buried in his dear Bukovina, in
Campulung Moldovenesc.

As he used to confess, a lead role in his
scientific and professional orientation, in the shaping
of his oersonality had the following Professors: M.
Gusuleac, E. Botezatu, C. Hurmuzachi, P. Ionescu-
Bujor, F. Netolytzky, A. Penecke, O. Marcu etc.
who, besides having transmitted an extensive
biology knowledge, have also given him the sense of
duty, earnestness, discipline and self-competition,
knowledge. Trained in this way he came to be the
youngest disciple in the botanical school created by
Professor Dr. M. Gusuleac.

As a professor, he created and taught courses
of systematical botanics, general botanics,
geobotanics and the greatest courses were those
linked with the evolution and phylogeny of plants at
the Faculty of Biology, Faculty of Chemistry etc. He
organised and lead for 23 years the student scientific
courses in the faculty. He worked as a researcher
and head of department for 17 years at the ,,Traian
Savulescu” Institute.

In this presentation we will concentrate upon
his prodigious and restless original scientific activity
touching different directions of vegetal biology upon
avascular and wvascular plants: morphology and
anatomy, taxonomy, ecology and phytogeography,
phytocenology, phylogeny and evolution, applied
botanics etc. From the more than 400 published
studies some have a monographical character,
included especially in the periodicals of the
Romanian Academy and in other prestigious
journals in Romania and abroad.

Professor Traian Stefureac advocated the
approfoundation of briology studies using actual and
adequate themes and methods, studies requiring a
complex specialisation and meticulosity. In the
course of this complex and long research, Professor
Traian Stefureac identified and described, especially
among the bryophytes which constituted his
predilect group, a large number of phytotaxa and
cenotaxa inscribed in the botanical science
patrimony. He was also preoccupied by some algae
groups and by macromycetes.

The newly described taxa are from
bryophytes and from hepaticals: Reboulia
hemispherica  var.  microspora,  Lochopolea

cuspidata var. banatica etc. and from leafy mosses
(alone or in collaboration with) the varieties: Tortula
subulata var. gracilis, Orthotrichum rupestre var.
papillosum, Campylium stellatum var. dentatum,
Hygrohypnum ochraceum var. minor,
Brachythecium populeum var. latifolium as well as



various forms whom he considered to be stationary
ecological modifications.

He signalled numerous rare species as well as
glacial, arctic and subarctic relicts, among
bryophytes of Romania: Bucegia romanica,
Moerckia  hibernica, M.  blyttii, Anastrepta
orcadensis, Lophozia hatcheri, Mylia taylori,
Polytrichum  sexangulare, Buxbaumia aphylla,
Sphagnum wulfianum, S. Balticum, Octodicerans
fontanum, Schistidium alpicola, Plagiobryum demissum,
Pseudobryum cinclidioides, Aulacomnium turgidum,
Catoscopium nigritum, Meesea trycuetra, Conostomum
tetragonum, Hookeria lucens, Helodium blandowii,
Hylocomium pyrenaicum etc. We can notice the
relict associations unique in the country: Sphagnum
wulfianum with Helodium blandowii, Aulacomnium
turgidum with Cobresia simpliuscula etc. as well as
the studies (in collaboration) of sporoderm
ultrastructure in bryophytes.

His work also includes research on some
relict cormophytes considered under various points
of view (ecological, corological, caryological,
phytogeographic-arealogic and phytocenological) as
the following: Salix bicolor, Betula nana, B.

warnstorfii, Coclearia piyrenaica, Saxifraga (Sect.
Tridactylites), Viola  palustris, V. epipsila,
Arctostaphylos  uva-ursi, Teientalis europaea,

Andriala levitomentosa, Carex chordorrhiza, C.
Loliaceea, C. Dacica, Aristella bromoides, Calla
palustris etc. identified especially in Bukovina and
Maramures. Among both  bryophytes and
cormophytes he distinguished and described various
muscinal associations and vegetal associations in
general.

Next, we mention some of his monographical
studies: Synecological and sociological research
upon bryophytes in Slatioara secular forest,
Bryological studies in some vegetal associations in
Romania, Plant evolution presented in recent works
of phylogenetic botanics, Bryological conspects (in
collaboration) in Dobrogea, Moldova, Bukovina etc.
He was also a collaborator and a coordinator in other
collective monographical studies: Alpine lawns in
Bucegi Mountains, Portile de Fier Atlas, Portile de
Fier flora and vegetation, Romanian Encyclopedic
Dictionary etc. He was a collborator and a member
in the editing committee of the monumental work
Flora of R. S. R. Romania, an initiator and a
coordinator of Cryptogamic flora of Romania
realized under the care of the Romanian Academy.
Among other synthesis works we mention those
regarding the general character of the flora in
Dobrogea, Maramures, Bukovina, Bucegi
Mountains, Apuseni Mountains etc.
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It is to be noted the fact that his multiple
scientific activity was used and mentioned in the
works of various botanists in our country and
abroad. Being recognized for his competence in the
national botanical research, some specialists
dedicated new taxa for science to him: Polytrichum
stefureacii Plamada, Hiercium alpinum L. var.
stefureacii Nyarady. Veronica urticifolia Jacq. f.
stefureacii Zaharia.

Being appreciated for his erudition and
contribution in the scientific creation and his modern
orientation in the botanics research, he was
appointed to supervise the doctoral students. In this
position he supervised and promoted 35 specialists
with theses based on modern themes. In this field he
guided the biology research, promoting in this group
of cryptogamy some doctors (Bucuresti, lasi, Cluj-
Napoca, Bacdu etc.) being a school creator in the
Romanian biology studies.

A rich activity is the one concerning the

knowledge and  popularizing the  botanic
historiography in Romania and abroad,to whom he
dedicated some monographical studies and

numerous articles and conferences, exhibitions etc.,
largely contributing to the wvalorification of the
botanic conquers of our illustrious forerunners
underlining the priorities in biological thinking and
practice.

Professor Traian Stefureac was appointed to
the position of custodian and honorary inspector of
the Endangered Species Commission belonging to
the Academy in what concerned the natural
reservations of Bukovina, regarding the scientific
and organizing fields, in which he activated in order
to deal with major problems of nature and
environment protection, greatly enriching their
genofund.

We can mention the fact that, in order to
make known the preoccupations of the Romanian
vegetal biology, he was also appointed to participate
as a delegate with the presentation of scientific
communications and conferences in some countries
(Tchekoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, USSR)
where, besides enriching the specialty knowledge he
also gathered a valuable botanical informational
material.

His great merits in the field of bryological
were awarded being chosen as a member of the
International Bryological Society in Utrecht, of the
Society for Bryological Flora Charting in Liege and
as a reviewer for the Romanian bryology studies to
be published in the ,Revue de bryologic et
lichenologie” in Paris.

A restless and passionate traveller, Professor
Traian Stefureac explored, often in hard conditions,



the Romania’s flora and vegetation, preoccupations
he followed earnestly, being present in the scientific
events (sessions, conferences, symposiums etc.) in
various cities as well as in the itinerary applications
in various places of the country.

He was recognized for his ample scientific,
didactic and social activity being awarded the ,,Gh.
Doja” Prize (1957) and the ,,Em. C. Teodorescu”
Prize (1974) from the Academy and then the State
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Council awarded him the Order ,,Star of R. P. R.
Romania” (1964) for his long education and research
activity.

We outlined this portrait of a great savant,
who was an example of work, honour and
correctness, with ample merits in the service of his
noble occupation dedicated to the field of ,,amiable
science” in order to promote him as an example of a
genius for today’s world.



