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COMPLEXUL MUZEAL DE ŞTIINŢELE NATURII „ION BORCEA” BACĂU  

 
 

IN MEMORIAM: CURATOR DR. ARISTIȚA GOAGĂ (DIMA) (1942-2022) 

BOGDAN TOMOZII* 

ABSTACT 

Dr. Aristița Goagă, senior curator and former head of department at the "Ion Borcea" Natural Science Museum Complex in Bacău 
from 1969 to 2002, passed away on November 6, 2022. She was part of the first generation of museum curators at our institution. This article 
highlights her career as a curator and entomologist specializing in the study of wild bees from the family Halictidae in Romania. 

Over nearly 30 years, she collected valuable specimens from across the country, particularly from Moldova, participated in 
scientific events both nationally and internationally, and maintained extensive correspondence with leading European specialists. She also 
successfully defended her doctoral thesis, titled "Bioecological study of wild bee populations from the family Halictidae (Hymenoptera, 
Apoidea) in Romania and their role in the pollination of cultivated and wild plants," a foundational work for future specialists in this field in 
Romania. 

Nearly two years after her passing, I fondly and gratefully recall moments from the life and professional work of someone who was 
a close collaborator and guided me toward the study of wild bees. 
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Born on July 11, 1942, in Onești Commune, 

Bacău County. She graduated from High School No. 
1 (Mixed Secondary School) in Onești, Bacău 
County. Between 1961 and 1964, she attended and 
graduated with distinction from the Faculty of 

Natural and Agricultural Sciences at the 3-Year 
Pedagogical Institute in Bacău, specializing in 
Zoology. She demonstrated exceptional teaching 
talent and a strong inclination for the study of 
natural sciences. She continued her academic 
journey by enrolling in the Faculty of Biology at 
"Al. I. Cuza" University of Iași, graduating in 1968 
with a specialization in Botany. 

After graduating from the Faculty of Biology, 
between 1964 and 1969, she worked as a tenured 
teacher at School No. 1 in Oituz, Bacău County, 
achieving a definitive teaching degree. Starting in 
1969, she joined the Natural Sciences Museum of 
Bacău, initially as an instructor (1969–1970), and 
from 1970, she held the position of principal curator. 

In 1990, she was appointed head of the 
Entomology Department at the Natural Sciences 
Museum of Bacău, and between 1997 and 1999, she 
served as head of the museum's section. 

As a curator, she participated in periodic 
professional development courses for museum staff 
in the field of natural sciences between 1970 and 
1999, while also taking certification exams in 
museography. Alongside her scientific and cultural-
educational activities within the museum, she 
maintained a rich teaching career, demonstrating a 
genuine passion for the teaching profession. 

Between 1975 and 1976, Aristița Goagă 
taught General Biology to the foreign students at the 
Institute of Higher Education in Bacău, holding the 
position of university assistant.  

From 1977 to 1991, she continued her 
teaching activity in parallel with her work at the 
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Fig. 1 - Dr. Aristița Goagă (1942 – 2022) 
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museum, teaching at several general schools in 
Bacău. 

Her entry into museography, alongside her 
young colleagues, came with significant challenges. 
Starting in 1970, the groundwork for the collections 
at the Natural Sciences Museum in Bacău was 
established, with curator Aristița Goagă playing a 
dedicated and tireless role in their development. 

As the first and only curator specializing in 
Entomology at the museum, Aristița Goagă faced 
the challenge of building a foundation for this field. 
In 1970, the museum's entomological collection 
consisted of approximately 200 unprocessed insects, 
gathered by her botanist colleagues. 

Between 1970 and 1999, Aristița Goagă 
dedicated herself to her work as a curator, 
contributing significantly to the development of the 
museum Entomology collections. She initiated 
extensive campaigns to collect entomological 
specimens from all insect groups and various 
habitats. These efforts were followed by the 
meticulous work of preparing, labeling, maintaining, 
and identifying the collected materials, carried out 
independently or in collaboration with specialists 
from across the country.  

At the same time, she initiated and organized 
the Hymenoptera collection, which today comprises 
over 21,000 specimens, gathered through field 
campaigns conducted by museum staff, as well as 
through acquisitions, donations, and exchanges of 
entomological material. 

Within the Hymenoptera collection, she laid 
the foundation for and developed the wild bee 
collection (Anthophila), focusing particularly on the 
Halictidae family. This effort also included the 
creation of a nest collection, extracted from the field, 
processed, and transformed into exhibits. 

Between 1970 and 1990, she carried out 
numerous cultural and educational activities, including 

guided tours tailored to different age groups and 
socio-professional characteristics, thematic lessons, 
methodological workshops and lectures for biology 
teachers. She also delivered numerous conferences 
on topics in biology and ecology, participated in 
weekly broadcasts on the local radio station, 
organized school clubs, and published articles in 
journals and bulletins such as Apicultura, Steagul 
Roșu, and the Cultural Informative Bulletin 
published by the Committee for Culture. 

She contributed to the organization of 
temporary exhibitions on themes such as The 
Honeybee and Its Role in Nature’s Economy, 
Beneficial Insects, and Harmful Insects on Various 
Crops, and was actively involved in developing the 
content for three permanent exhibitions. 

Between 1980 and 1990, during the 
challenging period of self-financing for cultural 
institutions under the communist regime, she 
organized traveling exhibitions, bringing them to 
schools in Bacău County as well as the counties of 
Neamț, Harghita, Vrancea, and Suceava. 

Dr. Aristița Goagă actively presented the 
outcomes of her scientific research and museography 
work at national symposia and international 
congresses, including the 34th Apimondia Congress 
held in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1995. 

Dr. Aristița Goagă's introduction to scientific 
research was guided by Professor Dr. Ionel 
Andriescu. Starting in 1971, inspired by the late Dr. 
Xenia Scobiola Palade, a researcher at the Grigore 
Antipa National Museum of Natural History, she 
began specializing in the study of wild bees from the 
family Halictidae in Romania. 

The study of Halictidae bees continued under 
the guidance of Professor Dr. Andriana Murgoci 
from the Faculty of Biology at the University of 
Bucharest, who became the scientific coordinator of 
her doctoral thesis starting in 1973. 

Until 1998, she remained a doctoral candidate 
at the University of Bucharest. Due to objective 
circumstances, she transferred the coordination of 
her doctoral thesis to "Al. I. Cuza" University in Iași. 

Under the supervision of Professor Dr. 
Gheorghe Mustață, she successfully completed her 
doctoral thesis in October 1999. The thesis was titled 
"Bioecological study of wild bee populations from 
the family Halictidae (Hymenoptera, Apoidea) in 
Romania and their role in pollinating cultivated and 
wild plants." 

Based on her research conducted between 
1971 and 1998, she managed to gather significant 
data, which she disseminated through a series of 
papers published in specialized journals both 
nationally and internationally. 

Fig. 2 – Dr. Aristița Goagă during a field 
campaign on the Black Sea coast, at Agigea 
(2001). 
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The studied material comprises 5,977 
Halictidae specimens collected from 251 locations 
across the country. Some specimens originated from 
the collections of the Natural Science Museums in 
Craiova, Focșani, and Roman, as well as from the 
private collections of Professor Ioan Nemeș from 
Suceava and researcher Dr. Marin Voicu from the 
Podu-Iloaiei Agricultural Research Station Iași. 
 

The abundance of collected material provided 
her with the opportunity to conduct a more 
comprehensive study of Halictidae bees as part of 
her doctoral thesis, addressing both systematic and 
bio-ecological aspects. 

The thesis made significant faunistic 
contributions by identifying new Halictidae species 
within Romania's fauna. It lists 125 species, 14 of 
which were recorded in the country for the first time. 

She contributed to enriching the inventory of 
Halictidae species in Moldova by reporting 94 
species newly recorded in the region. Additionally, 
she advanced knowledge of the complex of natural 
enemies that regulate the populations of certain 
Halictidae species. 

Her research provided practical data on the 
role of certain Halictidae species in pollinating 
cultivated plants, such as sunflower, alfalfa, other 
forage legumes, fruit trees, and shrubs. Additionally, 
she highlighted their importance in pollinating wild 
flora, including numerous medicinal plants like 
Calendula officinalis, Achillea millefolium, Rosa 
canina, Chelidonium majus, Plantago sp. 

A total of 77 Halictidae species are identified 
as pollinators of alfalfa crops, significantly enriching 
the data available in the specialized literature at that 
time. She also contributed to clarifying behavioral 
aspects related to the studied group. 

 

New contributions were made to 
understanding the structure and functionality of 
nests in certain species from the genera Halictus and 
Lasioglossum, specifically Halictus quadricinctus, 
Halictus sexcinctus, Lasioglossum albipes, 
Lasioglossum glabriusculum, Lasioglossum 
leucozonium, and Lasioglossum marginatum. 

Her 30 years of research significantly 
enriched the museum's collections through the large 
number of specimens gathered from almost all 
regions of the country, as well as the creation of a 
dedicated wild bee nest collection. 

Throughout this time, she corresponded with 
distinguished researchers from across Europe, 
collecting valuable literature during an era when 
access to resources from Western Europe was 
extremely challenging. 

Notable among the specialists she 
corresponded with were Anna Zakharovna 
Osytshnjûk (1926–1998) from Ukraine, Andreas 
Werner Ebmer (b. 1941) from Puchenau–Linz, 
Austria, Karl-Heinz Schwammberger from Bochum-
Queremburg, Germany, and Klaus Warncke (1937–
1993) from Dachau, Germany. Additionally, her 
close collaboration with the late Dr. Dinu 
Paraschivescu, a European-renowned myrmecologist 
originally from Târgu Ocna, Bacău, is also worth 
highlighting. 

In addition to her roles as a researcher and 
educator, Dr. Aristița Goagă was an exceptional 
mentor. She guided and inspired young people, 
generously sharing her experience and knowledge. 
She was a role model not only for her professional 
achievements but also for her human qualities—
integrity, grace, and generosity. 

Through her dedication to museum work and 
her passion for bees, she left a valuable legacy for 
future generations. As her successors in museum 
activities, we had the privilege to know her, 
appreciate her, and hold her in high regard. We pay 
her a heartfelt tribute and bid her a deeply grateful 

Fig. 3 – Dr. Aristița Goagă and Bogdan Tomozii 
during a field campaign at the Marine Biological 
Station “Prof. Dr. Ioan Borcea (2001). 

Fig. 4 – Dr. Aristița Goagă during a collecting 
campaign in an alfalfa field. 
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farewell, honoring her memory as she passes into 
eternity. 

Rezumat 

Această lucrare este dedicată memoriei dr. 
Aristița Goagă (1942–2022), specialist în studiul 
albinelor sălbatice din familia Halictidae, muzeograf 
dedicat și șef de secție la Complexul Muzeal de 
Științele Naturii ”Ion Borcea” Bacău. Prin munca sa, 
pasiunea pentru activitatea muzeală și dragostea 
pentru albine, ea a lăsat o moștenire valoroasă 
generațiilor care îi urmează. Ca urmași ai săi în 
activitatea de muzeu, care am avut privilegiul să o 
cunoaștem, să o apreciem și să o respectăm, îi 
aducem un ultim omagiu cu adâncă recunoștință, 
onorându-i amintirea la trecerea sa în eternitate. 
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